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UH Engineering Alumna Develops

For
Premature Babies,
Mothers

BY PORTIA-ELAINE GANT

When Yamile Cendales Jackson (1991 BSIE, 1994
MSIE, 2000 PhD IE) gave birth to her son Zachary,
he was 12 weeks premature and weighed only one pound,
15 ounces. Now Zachary is a thriving five year old, and Jackson has
used her experience to develop a hand mimetic device, the Zaky,
which is named after her son, to help premature babies and their

mothers feel protected and closer to each other. »
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Marketed through Yamile Cendales Jackson’s company Zakeez, the Zaky is an ergonomic pillow for premature and
full-term babies that simulates the look, feel, touch and scent of their mother’s arm and hand. Jackson said she created

the Zaky because she wanted to offer her son company, comfort and support while she was away from the hospital.
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